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Health  Department, 

County  Hall, 

Maidstone. 

8th  July,  1949. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Kent  Education  Committee 

The  work  of  the  School  Health  Service  during  the  year  covered  by  this,  my  fourth  Annual 
Report  as  School  Medical  Officer,  was  considerably  affected  by  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
1946,  which  came  into  operation  on  July  5th,  1948.  Whilst  it  will  be  appreciated  that  on  this 
day  other  great  measures  of  social  reform  also  became  operative,  which  have  had  and  will  continue 
to  have  direct  bearing  on  all  members  of  the  community,  amongst  whom,  of  course,  will  be  included 
the  school  children,  it  is  in  respect  of  health  services  that  the  National  Health  Service  Act  naturally 
has  greatest  effect.  The  great  changes  brought  about  by  the  fascicule  of  legislation  which  became 
operative  on  July  5th,  1948,  cannot  yet  be  fully  assessed.  It  would,  however,  seem  evident  that  if 
unrestricted  or  less  restricted  access  to  health  services  which  are  not  capable  of  easy  or  immediate 
expansion  is  given  to  the  whole  community,  those  parts  of  the  community  which  before  such  a change 
may  have  been  accorded,  for  good  reasons,  certain  priorities  must  be  worsened  not  only  relatively 
but  possibly  in  certain  respects  intrinsically.  This  situation  needs  study  in  relation  to  the  School 
Health  Service  because  when  the  new  Education  Act  came  into  effect  in  April,  1945,  the  pupils  at 
maintained  schools  in  Kent  were,  so  far  as  the  provision  of  a number  of  health  services  were  con- 
cerned, placed  in  many  respects  in  a better  position  than  other  members  of  the  community. 

Since  1945,  the  Education  Committee,  in  addition  to  the  measures  concerned  with  the  preven- 
tion and  detection  of  illness  that  inevitably  arise  from  routine  school  medical  and  dental  inspections 
and  the  maintenance  of  minor  ailment  clinics,  had  also  carried  out  to  the  full  its  statutory  respon- 
sibility for  meeting  all  hospital  treatment  irrespective  of  the  way  in  which  the  pupil  had  been  admitted 
to  hospital  or  had  sought  out-patient  advice  and  treatment.  The  Committee  had  also  made  steady 
progress  in  the  building  up  of  specialist  medical  services  to  meet  the  needs  of  school  children.  In  many 
directions  these  specialist  services  dealing,  for  example,  with  diseases  of  the  ear,  nose  and  throat, 
orthopaedic  defects,  defects  of  speech,  etc.  were  more  extensive  and  readily  available  than  those 
available  to  the  general  population.  This  came  about  as  a result  of  the  Committee’s  action  in  estab- 
lishing separate  clinics  for  these  specialist  services  where  such  services  could  not  be  easily  provided 
from  hospitals.  For  example,  on  July  4th  there  were  available  thirty  ophthalmic  clinics,  of  which 
eight  were  in  hospitals  and  twenty-two  in  separate  premises  ; and  twenty-four  orthopaedic  clinics,  of 
which  twelve  were  in  hospitals  and  twelve  in  separate  premises.  It  may,  therefore,  be  said  that  with 
the  exception  of  the  provision  of  domiciliary  medical  services,  which  were  statutorily  excluded,  the 
Education  Committee  had  provided  or  had  seen  that  there  was  available  prior  to  July  5th,  1948, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  an  excellent  and  well  developed  diagnostic  and  curative  service  for  the 
welfare  of  the  school  children  in  the  County.  In  making  this  statement,  it  is  also  desirable  to  place  on 
record  that  the  Education  Committee  took  over  in  1945  the  medical  services  which  had  been  developed 
by  the  former  Part  III  Authorities  where  progress  had  been  on  the  same  lines  as  in  the  County 
service. 

On  July  5th  all  the  hospital  and  specialist  services  became  the  responsibility  of  the  Minister  of 
Health  acting  through  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  Hospital  Management  Committees.  The 
responsibility,  therefore,  for  the  specialist  clinics  solely  for  school  children  which  had  been  set  up  in 
County  and  Voluntary  hospitals  passed  from  the  Education  Committee  to  these  new  authorities.  At 
the  end  of  the  year,  however,  specialist  clinics  that  the  Education  and  Health  Committees  had  set 
up  outside  hospitals  were  still  being  managed  by  them  although  negotiations  were  proceeding,  as  set 
out  in  the  body  of  this  report,  for  the  consultant  medical  staff  concerned  to  be  transferred  to  the 
service  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Having  in  mind  the  general  point  made  in  the  initial  paragraph  as  to  the  theoretically  unre- 
stricted access  which  the  general  population  had  to  the  National  Health  Service  after  the  appointed 
day,  the  question  that  calls  for  examination  is  as  to  whether  the  services  that  have  been  provided  for 
school  children  have  become  less  effective.  It  appears  that  only  in  three  directions  has  this  happened. 
Whereas  before  July  5th  a school  child  could  be  examined  in  one  of  the  Committee’s  clinics  and  on  an 
average  would  receive  glasses  within  three  weeks,  the  incorporation  of  the  Committee’s  arrangements  in 
the  general  services  now  provided  by  the  Executive  Council,  which,  of  course,  apply  to  the  whole  popu- 
lation, has  meant  a raising  of  this  period  to  about  five  months.  No  special  arrangement  exists  under 
the  Act  for  preference  to  be  given  to  the  supply  of  glasses  to  children.  The  second  waj'  in  which 
these  special  services  available  to  school  children  have  been  affected  adversely  is  in  respect  of  the 
operative  removal  of  tonsils  and  adenoids.  In  common  with  other  Education  Authorities,  the  Educa- 
tion Committee  has  had,  for  many  years,  special  arrangements  for  dealing  with  the  hospital  provision 
for  this  particular  operation.  Because  of  the  greatly  increased  overall  demand  for  hospital  accom- 
modation which  has  arisen  as  a result  of  the  Act,  the  period  of  waiting  in  respect  of  children  who 
require  removal  of  tonsils  and  adenoids  has  risen  sharply. 
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The  provision  of  dental  services  for  school  children  has  been  affected  by  the  operation  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act  insofar  as  it  increased  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council  as  a Local 
Health  Authority  by  requiring  a priority  service  to  be  established  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers 
and  children  of  pre-school  age.  The  necessary  expansion  of  the  dental  services  has,  however,  been 
found  in  practice  to  be  impossible  because  of  the  difficulties  of  recruitment  of  dental  surgeons  which, 
in  itself,  is  a direct  result  of  the  attraction  of  potential  staff  to  the  general  dental  service  under  Part 
IV  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act . It  is  clear  that  one  of  the  immediate  problems  which  must  arise  in 
the  maintenance  and  necessary  expansion  of  the  dental  service  of  the  County  Council,  both  as  an 
Education  and  Health  Authority,  is  to  settle  the  question  of  remuneration  and  terms  of  service  of 
dental  surgeons  in  the  employment  of  Local  Authorities  since  without  such  a settlement  the  service 
must  suffer. 

Apart  from  these  three  particular  difficulties,  no  other  serious  setback  in  the  development  of 
the  School  Health  Services  which  the  Education  Committee  had  initiated  appears  to  have  occurred. 
It  can,  therefore,  be  confidently  hoped  that  the  school  child  will,  in  due  time,  benefit  by  the  gradual 
expansion  and  reorganisation  of  those  services  projected  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Boards,  the  Boards 
of  Governors  of  Teaching  Hospitals  and  the  Executive  Councils  which  aim  at  setting  up  an  adequate 
integrated  and  comprehensive  health  service  for  the  whole  nation. 

Particular  reference  should  be  made  to  the  progress  of  the  Child  Guidance  Service.  As  part 
of  the  post-war  development  of  the  School  Health  Service,  the  Education  Committee  resolved  that  the 
immediate  target  should  be  the  provision  of  four  teams  of  whole-time  child  guidance  workers,  each 
team  including  psychiatrist,  psychologist,  psychiatric  social  worker  and  such  other  officers,  e.g., 
play  therapists,  whose  services  might  be  required.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  under  review,  this 
target  had  been  achieved  and  although  the  problem  of  accommodation  for  these  teams  had  not  been 
fully  met,  further  attention  was  given  to  the  future  development  of  the  service  to  meet  the  necessity 
that  was  found  to  exist.  On  the  facts  as  at  present  studied,  the  provision  of  four  more  teams  of  child 
guidance  workers  should  meet  the  needs  that  arise  and  approval  was  given  by  the  Committee  to  the 
doubling  of  the  service. 

In  general,  a critical  review  of  the  services  available  shows  that,  in  the  main,  progress  has 
been  maintained  throughout  the  year.  Progress  has  been  hampered  by  the  shortage  of  staff  and  the 
difficulty  of  providing  new  premises  for  the  extension  of  services  and  much  remains  to  be  done  to 
secure  and  improve  the  standards  of  efficiency  that  have  been  reached.  The  arrangements  which  have 
so  far  been  made  for  harmonising  the  responsibilities  of  the  Education  Committee  with  those  falling 
to  be  discharged  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  the  Executive  Council  show  much  progress 
towards  this  end.  In  particular,  the  continuance  of  the  practice  of  attaching  medical  staff  to  the 
Paediatric  Unit  at  the  Farnborough  Hospital  has  continued  to  be  of  the  greatest  value. 

I would  like  once  again  to  express  my  appreciation  and  gratitude  to  the  Members  of  the 
Committee  for  their  kindness  and  help  during  a year  that  has  presented  many  new  and  unusual 
problems  in  the  organisation  and  management  of  the  School  Health  Services.  I desire  to  express  also 
my  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  staff  for  their  faithful  and  loyal  services. 

A.  ELLIOTT, 

School  Medical  Officer. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
• on  the 

HEALTH  of  the  SCHOOL  CHILD 
for  the  Year  Ended  31st  December,  1948 


General  Information. 

Particulars  relating  to  schools  etc.,  in  the  area  of  the  Education  Committee  on  31st  December, 
1948  : — 


Estimated  population  of  the  Administrative  County  (at  the  middle  of 


1948)  

...  1,479,030 

Number  of  Primary  School  departments  ...  

667 

Number  of  pupils  on  the  roll 

111,939 

Number  of  Secondary  Schools  

160 

Number  of  pupils  on  the  roll 

69,801 

Number  of  minor  ailment  clinics  ...  ...  

55 

,,  ,,  dental  clinics  (52  permanent,  91  temporary) 

143 

,,  ,,  ophthalmic  clinics  

30 

,,  ,,  orthopaedic  clinics  under  the  control  of  the 

Committee,  or  Regional  Hospital  Board 

Health 

24 

,,  ,,  ear,  nose  and  throat  clinics  

15 

,,  ,,  speech  clinics  

17 

,,  ,,  child  guidance  clinics  (including  City  of  Canterbury) 

7 
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School  Clinics. — The  following  are  the  permanent  clinics  in  the  Committee’s  area  including 
clinics  attached  to  Hospitals 


Clinic 

Address 

Services 

Ashford 

14  Canterbury  Road... 

M.R.D.  Sd.  C.G. 

Ashford 

Child  Welfare  Centre,  Station  Road 

0. 

Aylesham  . . . 

Glyn  Vivian  Mission  Hall  ... 

M.D. 

Borough  Green 

Western  Hall 

M.D. 

Broadstairs  ... 

Mothercraft  Club 

D. 

Chatham 

Elm  House,  15,  New  Road  Avenue 

M. 

Chatham 

118,  Maidstone  Road 

M.R.D.  Sd.  C.G. 

Chatham 

All  Saints  Hospital  ...  .:.  ...  .*.. 

A. 

Chislehurst  ... 

The  Willows,  Red  Hill  ...  

M.R.D.  Sd.  C.G.,  Asthma 

Canterbury 

Kent  and  Canterbury  Hospital 

R.D.O. 

Canterbury 

The  Towers  ... 

C.G.  Sd. 

Cranbrook  . . . 

Congregational  Church  Rooms,  Cranbrook 

R.D. 

Crayford 

Mayplace  Road  C.P.  School,  Woodside 
Road,  Bexleyheath 

A.C.G.D. 

Crayf  ord 

M.C.W.  Centre,  Town  Hall  ... 

M.R.  Asthma. 

Crayford 

Youth  Centre,  North  End  ... 

M. 

Dartford 

West  Hill  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...' 

M.R.D.  Sd.A.  Asthma.  0 

Deal  ... 

The  First  Aid  Post,  Victoria  Park... 

M.D.  Sd. 

Deal  ... 

Victoria  Hospital 

R.O. 

Dover 

Royal  Victoria  Hospital 

M.R.O. 

Dover 

Astor  Dental  Clinic  ...  

D. 

Erith 

Hainault , Lesney  Park  Road 

M.R.D. 

Erith 

Bedonwell  Hill 

M.D.O. 

Erith 

Lesnes  Abbey 

M. 

Erit  h 

Erith  and  District  Hospital 

A. 

Elvington  . . . 

Mission  Hall  .... 

D. 

Faversham  ... 

Wesleyan  Hall,  Solomon’s  Lane,  West 
Street. 

M.D. 

Folkestone  . . . 

Old  Harvey  Grammar  School,  Foord  Road 

M.D. 

Folkestone  ... 

Royal  Victoria  Hospital 

R.O. 

Folkestone  ... 

Baker  Road,  Cheriton 

M.D.  Sd. 

Gravesend  . . . 

Windmill  Street,  Welfare  Centre  ... 

M. 

Gravesend  . . . 

“The  Nest”,  Welfare  Centre 

M. 

Gravesend  . . . 

Gravesend  & North  Kent  Hospital 

R.S.A.O. 

Gravesend  . . . 

5,  Manor  Road 

D. 

Herne  Bay  ... 

K.C.C.  Treatment  Centre,  Kings  Road 

M. R.D.O. 

Hythe 

Child  Welfare  Centre,  Prospect  Road 

R.D. 

Maidstone  ... 

Foster  Street  ... 

M.D. 

Maidstone  . . . 

Brunswick  House,  Buckland  Hill  ... 

C.G.  Sd. 

Maidstone  . . . 

Ophthalmic  and  Aural  Hospital  ... 

R.S.A. 

Maidstone  . . . 

North  Borough  C.P.  School... 

M.D. 

Maidstone  . . . 

South  Borough  C.Sec.  School 

M.D. 

Maidstone  . . . 

West  Kent  Hospital 

0. 

Margate 

Child  Welfare  Centre,  College  Road 

M. R.D.O. 

Margate 

King  Ethelbert  Clinic 

M. 

Margate 

Eton  House,  St.  Peter’s  Road 

Sd. 

Mottingham 

St.  Edward’s  Hall,  St.  Keverne  Road 

M. 

Mottingham... 

218,  Court  Farm  Road  

D. 

Northfleet  ... 

West  Kent  House,  Station  Road  ... 

M.D. 

Orpington  . . . 

School  House,  Chislehurst  Rd.  C.P.  School 

M.R.D.  Sd. 

Orpington  . . . 

Orpington  Hospital  ... 

0. 

Penge 

17,  Oakfield  Road,  S.E.20  ... 

M.R.D. 

Ramsgate  . . . 

Health  Centre,  Newington  Road  ... 

M. R.D.O.  U.V.R. 

Rochester  . . . 

Strood  House,  Corporation  Street  ... 

M.D. 

Rochester  . . . 

Gun  Lane,  Strood 

M. 

Rochester  . . . 

St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital 

0. 

Sevenoaks  . . . 

Dorset  House,  St.  John’s  Road 

M.D.R.A.O.  U.V.R. 

Sheerness 

Granville  Villa,  Granville  Road 

M.R.D. A. 

Sheppey 

General  Hospital  

0. 

Sidcup 

Longlands  C.P.  School,  Woodside  Road 

M. 

Sidcup 

Congregational  Hall ... 

M. 

Sidcup 

Baptist  Church  Hall 

D. 

Sidcup 

Queen  Mary’s  Hospital  

O.A. 

Sittingbourne 

36,  Albany  Road 

M.R.D.  Sd.  A. 

Sittingboume 

Johnson  House,  Burley  Road 

0. 

Southborough 

Prospect  Road  ...  ...  

M.D. 

Snodland 

M.C.W.  Rooms,  Mailing  Road 

M.D. A. 

Swanley 

Congregational  Hall 

D. 

Tenterden  . . . 

West  View,  Plummer  Lane 

0. 

Tenterden  ... 

Town  Hall 

D.R.M. 

7 


Clinic 

Address 

Services 

Tonbridge 

Baltic  Road,  Quarry  Hill  ... 

M.D.R.  Sd.  A.  C.G. 

Tunbridge  Wells 

10-12  Calverley  Terrace,  Crescent  Road  ... 

M.D.R.  Sd.  O.S. 

Tunbridge  Wells 

Kent  and  Sussex  Hospital  ... 

A. 

Vigo  Village 

Welfare  Hut  ... 

M. 

Walmer 

Baptist  Church  Room 

D. 

Whitstable 

Masonic  Hall,  Cromwell  Road 

M.D. 

Whitstable  ... 

Clifford  Hall  

R. 

West  Mailing 

Badminton  Hall 

D. 

Excepted  Districts 

Beckenham 

School  Clinic,  Town  Hall 

M.R.D.  Sd.  O. A. U.V.R. 

Beckenham 

Hawes  Down  Clinic  ... 

M.D.  Sd.  O. 

Bexley  

Little  Danson  Clinic,  Welling 

M.D.R. A. 

Bexley  

3,  Murchison  Avenue,  Bexley 

M. 

Bexley 

Wrotham  Road  Clinic 

Sd. 

Bexley 

Child  Welfare  Centre,  Station  Approach 

Road,  Welling 

O. 

Bexley 

315,  Broadway,  Bexley  Heath 

M.D.  U.V.R. 

Bromley 

Princes  Plain  Clinic 

Sd.  M.D.  U.V.R. 

Bromley 

North  Clinic,  Station  Road 

O.M.R.D.S.  U.V.R. 

Bromley 

Hayes  County  Primary  School 

M. 

Bromley 

Burnt  Ash  County  Primary  School 

M. 

Gillingham 

Balmoral  Gardens  Clinic 

M.R.D. 

Gillingham 

Health  Centre,  Rainham 

M.D. 

U.V.R. — Ultra  Violet  Radiation.  C.G. — Child  Guidance. 

M. — Minor  Ailments.  Sd. — Speech  defects. 

R. — Refractions.  S.- — Orthoptic  training. 

D.- — Dental  A. — Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 

O. — Orthopaedic* 

* These  clinics  are  administered  by  the  Health  Committee  of  the  County  Council,  or  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board. 

In  addition,  temporary  dental  clinics  are  held  as  required  in  different  parishes  by  arrangement 
with  the  Trustees  of  Village  Halls,  etc. 


STAFF. — On  the  31st  December,  1948,  the  staff  was  as  follows  : — 

Proportion  of  whole-time  allotted  to 


School  Medical  Officer  : 

*Elliott,  A.,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  School  Medical  Officer  : 
*Bramley,  G.  F.  m.d.,  d.p.h. 


School  Health  Service 
( Percentage ) 

25.0 


50.0 


Other  Health  Services 
( Percentage ) 

75.0 


50.0 


Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  (Central  Staff)  : 

*Allen,  Letitia  M.,  m.b.,  Ch.B.,  d.p.h.  (Until  11/4/48) 

*Wallace,  G.  P.,  m.a.,  m.b.,  Ch.B.,  d.p.h.  75.0 

(Commenced  12/4/48) 


25.0 


Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  : 

Archer,  G.  Marjorie,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.  63.6 

Ashley-Emile,  W.  G.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h.  90.9 

Asquith,  R.,  m.b. , b.s.,  d.c.h.  81.8 

Butterfield,  Kathleen  F.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h.  72.8 

Campbell,  C.,  l.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h.,  l.d.s.  100.0 

(Commenced  1/5/48) 

*Cargin,  H.  M.,  m.d.,  d.p.h.  63.6 

Cheesman,  J.  E.,  l.m.s.s.a.,  d.p.h.  100.0 

*Crichton,  Col.  W.  H.,  c.i.e.,  m.b.,  d.p.h.,  i.m.s.  (Retired)  18.2 
Denholm-Young,  Hilda  M.,  m.a.,  m.b.,  Ch.B.  81.8 

*Desmond,  D.,  m.b.,  B.Ch.,  d.p.h.  54.5 

Dismorr,  P.  C.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h.  54.5 

(Commenced  13/12/48) 

*Doniger,  C.  R.,  m.b.,  b.s.,  d.p.h.  (Commenced  1/11/48)  45.5 

Dunkley,  Joan,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.  (Resigned  17/8/48)  

fEunson,  Margaret  W.,  m.b.,  Ch.B.,  d.p.h.  36.4 

Flynn,  Mary,  m.b.,  Ch.B.,  d.p.h.  81.8 

*Freeman,  P.,  m.b.,  d.p.h.  (Commenced  16/11/48)  50.0 


36.4 

9.1 

18.2 

27.2 


36.4 


81.8 

18.2 

45.5 

45.5 

54.5 


18.2 

50.0 
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♦Harrison,  Clarice,  m.b.,  Ch.B.  (Commenced  5/7/48) 
■(•Hawkins,  B.  E.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 

Hazeldene,  H.,  m.b.,  Ch.B. 

Heavens,  W.  H.  N.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 


Proportion  of  whole-time  allotted  to 


School  Health  Service 


Other  Health  Services 


(. Percentage ) 
72.7 
18.2 
72.7 
100.0 


(. Percentage ) 
27.3 

27.3 


(Commenced  27/9/48) 

fHewett,  Beryl  M.,  m.b.,  b.s.,  d.p.h.  31.8 

Isaac,  K.  M.  Gower,  m.b.,  b.s.  45.5 

Lessey,  W.,  m.d.  (Brux.),  l.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.  100.0 

Love,  Mary,  m.b.,  Ch.B.,  d.p.h.,  d.r.c.o.g.  (Commenced 

as  full-time  officer  4/6/48)  72.7 


54.5 


27.3 


McCall,  A.  M.,  l.m.s.s.a.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h. 

(Resigned  31/7/48) 


Molesworth,  E.  M.,  m.b.,  Ch.B.  90.9 

♦Murphy,  E.  F.,  m.b.,  d.c.h.  (Commenced  20/9/48)  54.5 


Nichol,  Georgina,  m.b.,  Ch.B.,  d.p.h.  (Resigned  30/4/48)  

♦Nicholls,  Edith,  m.a.,  m.b.,  Ch.B.  9.1 

Paterson,  Elfriede,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.  81.8 

(Commenced  18/5/48) 

♦Pimm,  C.  S.,  m.b.,  Ch.B.  (Commenced  29/11/48)  45.5 

Price,  Dorothy  S.,  m.b.,  Ch.B.,  d.a.  (Resigned  26/1/48) 

•(■Pringle,  E.  G.,  m.d.  18.2 

Stableforth,  Gladys,  m.d.  ' 81.8 

Sharvelle,  Doris  G.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h.  54.5 

Sugden,  K.  H.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.  (Commenced  20/9/48)  81.8 

Taylor,  Barbara  M.  G.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h.  72.7 

Walby,  A.  L.,  m.b.,  d.p.h.  (Commenced  13/9/48)  81.8 


Wallace,  G.  P.,  m.a.,  m.b.,  Ch.B.,  d.p.h.  (Until  11/4/48)  

♦Wilson,  R.  N.,  m.b.,  b.s.  (Resigned  25/9/48)  

Winterton,  Brenda,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.  (Commenced 

2/4/48,  Resigned  15/1/49)  

♦White,  W.  G.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.  (Commenced  18/5/48, 

Resigned  25/9/48)  

♦Whyte,  Elizabeth  C.,  m.b.,  Ch.B.,  d.c.h.  54.5 


9.1 

45.5 


90.9 

18.2 

54.5 


18.2 

45.5 

18.2 

27.3 

18.2 


45.5 


♦ Employed  by  the  Health  Committee  of  the  County  Council, 
f Part-time. 


In  addition,  the  undermentioned  Medical  Officers  employed  by  District  Councils  have  undertaken 
work  on  behalf  of  the  Education  Committee  : — 


Proportion  of  whole-time  allotted  to 
School  Health  Service  Other  Health  Services 
(Percentage)  ( Percentage ) 


Brocklehurst,  G.  L.,  m.d.,  d.p.h.  (Resigned  4/7/48) 
Crowley,  P.  A.,  m.b.,  Ch.B.,  b.a.o.,  d.p.h.  (Resigned  4/7/48) 
Davies,  H.  S.,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 

Dewar,  R.  D.,  b.Sc.,  m.b.,  Ch.B.,  d.p.h. 

Donovan,  W.  T.,  m.b.,  d.p.h.  (Commenced  1/2/48) 
Gaffikin,  P.  J.,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 

Henderson,  Eleanor  M.,  m.b.,  Ch.B.,  d.p.h. 

(Resigned  4/7/48) 

Hudson,  J.  H.,  m.b.,  d.p.h.  (Commenced  5/7/48) 
fK.irk,  D.  W.,  m.b.,  Ch.B. 

MacLoughlin,  J.  H.,  m.b.,  B.Ch.,  d.p.h.  (Resigned  8/5/48) 
Marshall,  J.,  m.b.,  Ch.B.,  d.p.h.  (Resigned  4/7/48) 

Murray,  J.  O.,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 

Niall,  Sheila  M.  M.,  l.m.s.s.a.,  d.c.h.  (Resigned  31/5/48) 
Sleigh,  J.  C.,  m.b. , Ch.B.,  d.p.h.  (Resigned  31/8/48) 
Thompson,  C.  G.  K.,  m.b.,  Ch.B.,  d.p.h. 

Ward,  M.  A.,  m.b.,  Ch.B.,  d.p.h. 

Senior  Dental  Officer  : 

Saunders,  F.  J.,  l.d.s. 


18.2 

36.4 

18.2 

20.0 


27.3 

20.0 


9.1 


20.0 

45.5 


63.6 


81.8 

63.6 

81.8 

80.0 


72.7 


90.9 


80.0 

54.5 


36.4 


Dental  Surgeon  for  Orthodontic  Services  : 

Buchan,  A.,  l.r.c.p.,  l.r.c.s.,  l.r.f.p.&  s.,  l.d.s.  

(Resigned  30/4/48) 

Dickson,  G.  C.,  l.d.s.  (Commenced  1/5/48)  100.0 


f Part-time. 
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Dental  Surgeons : 

Bridge,  S.  E.,  l.d.s.  (Commenced  1/4/48) 
Cantor,  H.,  l.d.s. 

Cardell,  I.  S.,  l.d.s. 

Crisp,  B.,  l.d.s. 

Cross,  Mary  E.  O.,  l.d.s. 

Dawe,  Marjorie  K.  M.,  l.d.s. 

Dawe,  W.  W.  F.,  l.d.s. 

Donald,  J.  R.,  l.d.s.  (Commenced  1/1/48) 
Edbrooke,  Kathleen  M.,  l.d.s. 

Elvy,  Doris  M.,  l.d.s. 

Gausden,  P.  D.,  l.d.s. 

Haddock,  A.  J.,  l.d.s.  (Resigned  2/7/48) 

Hall,  T.  A.,  l.d.s. 

Hayes,  L.  F.,  l.d.s. 

Hill,  C.  H.,  l.d.s.  (Commenced  7/6/48) 
McCarthy,  A.  W.,  l.d.s. 

MacDougall,  A.,  l.d.s.  (Resigned  13/5/48) 
Mahler,  Edith,  l.d.s. 

Markham,  F.,  l.d.s. 

Marshall,  H.,  l.d.s.  (Resigned  31/3/48) 
Middleton,  R.,  l.d.s. 

Moffat,  W.,  l.d.s.  (Commenced  18/5/48) 

Park,  A.  E.,  l.d.s. 

Robinson,  D.  E.,  l.d.s.  (Commenced  3/8/48) 
Seal,  H.  S.  K.,  l.d.s. 

Shannon,  G.  R.,  l.d.s.  (Commenced  2/2/48) 
Squier,  Agnes,  l.d.s. 

Sturdee,  F.  P.,  l.d.s.  (Resigned  31/1/48) 
Tomlyn,  F.  C.,  l.d.s.  , 

Thorn,  N.  K.,  l.d.s. 

Turner,  Mrs.  M.,  l.d.s.  (Commenced  16/4/48) 
Wem,  Winifred  E.,  l.d.s. 


Proportion  of  whole-time  allotted  to 


School  Health  Service 

Other  Health  Services 

{. Percentage ) 

{Percentage) 

86.8 

13.2 

89.7 

10.3 

100.0 

97.0 

3.0 

94.9 

5.1 

89.2 

10.8 

78.3 

21.7 

87.6 

12.4 

90.7 

9.3 

80.4 

19.6 

85.6 

14.4 

93.1 

6.9 

95.4 

4.6 

95.8 

4.2 

88.7 

11.3 

84.5 

15.5 

100.0 

91.5 

8.5 

80.1 

19.9 

91.2 

8.8 

88.5 

11.5 

91.5 

8.5 

85.7 

14.3 

87.6 

12.4 

84.0 

16.0 

90.2 

9.8 

80.3 

19.7 

100.0 

Officers  engaged  in  Specialist  Services  : T ime  given  to 

School  Health  Service 
{Percentage) 

Otolaryngologists  : 

Gill,  T.  P.,  M.B.,  F.R.C.S.  E.,  D.L.O.  36.4 

fLipscomb,  J.  F.,  m.b.,  f.r.c.s.  4.5 

MacGregor,  W.,  o.b.e.,  m.a.,  m.b.,  B.Ch.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.l.o.  9.1 

Simons,  J.  A.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.  4.5 

Ophthalmologists  and  Refractionists  : 

Allen,  N.  H.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.  13.5 

Applin,  H.  W.,  m.s.,  d.o.m.s.  9.1 

Chivers,  J.  A.,  m.b.,  d.o.m.s.  9.1 

Crawford,  R.  A.  D.,  m.d.,  d.o.m.s.  13.5 

Cogan,  J.  E.  H.,  m.b.,  Ch.B.,  d.o.  13.5 

Flint,  G.,  m.d. , f.r.c.s.  E.  36.4 

Gartside,  E.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.  ' 18.2 

fLorriman,  F.  J.,  m.d.,  f.r.c.s.  e.  36.4 

McDonnell,  M.,  m.b.,  B.Ch.,  d.p.h.  9.1 

McLean,  D.  W.,  m.b.,  Ch.B.,  d.o.m.s.  18.2 

Medlycott,  B.  R.,  m.b.,  b.s.,  d.o.m.s.  45.5 

Rushton,  R.  H.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.o.m.s.  9.1 

Simmons,  G.  L.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.o.m.s.  45.5 

Smith,  F.  W.  G.,  m.a.,  m.d.,  M.Ch.,  d.o.m.s.,  d.p.h.  9.1 

Symons,  H.  M.,  m.b.,  b.s.,  d.o.m.s.  9.1 

Orthopaedic  Surgeons  : 

Gervis,  W.  H.,  m.a.,  m.b.,  f.r.c.s.  6.7 

fHulbert,  K.  F.,  f.r.c.s.  9.1 

Lindsay,  E.,  b.a.,  f.r.c.s.  4.5 

fMayer,  J.  H.,  f.r.c.s.  27.2 

St.  Clair  Strange,  F.  G.,  f.r.c.s.  6.7 

Wynne,  W.  E.  C.,  f.r.c.s. I.  4.5 

Consultant  Psychiatrist  : 

Maberly,  A.,  m.b.,  B.Ch.  (Commenced  4/6/48)  36.3 
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T ime  given  to 
School  Health  Service 
( Percentage  ) 


Psychiatrists  : 

Campbell,  C.,  l.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h.,  l.d.s.  (Resigned  30/4/48) 

FitzHerbert,  Joan,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.m.  100.0 

Murray,  Charlotte  E.,  m.d.  (Commenced  14/4/48)  100.0 

Wellisch,  Erich,  m.d.  100.0 

Williams,  H.  G.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h.,  d.p.m.  (Commenced  26/4/48)  100.0 


f Full-time  Officers  of  Regional  Hospital  Board. 


Excepted  Districts  : 


Proportion  of  whole-time  allotted  to 
School  Health  Service  Other  Health  Services 
(. Percentage ) ( Percentage ) 


BECKENHAM  BOROUGH : 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

Cole,  T.  P.,  m.b.,  d.p.h.  36.0 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  : 

*Mack,  Maureen  H.,  m.b.,  Ch.B.  45.4 

Finer,  D.  I.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.  9.1 

Harrison,  L.  T.,  b.Sc.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.  9.1 

Sheridan,  M.,  m.b.,  B.Ch.,  b.a.o.  9.1 

Stilwell,  G.  D.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.  9.1 

Ophthalmologist  : 

tLorriman,  F.  J.,  m.d.,  f.r.c.s.e.  (Commenced  1/9/48)  9.1 

Tibbies,  S.  G.,  l.r.c.p.,  l.r.c.s.,  l.r.f.p.s. 

(Resigned  26/7/48)  — - — 

Otolaryngologist  : 

Howells,  C.  H.,  m.b.,  f.r.c.s.  2.25 

Orthopaedic  Surgeon  : 

jHulbert,  K.  F. , f.r.c.s.  9.1 

Dental  Surgeons  : 

Kininmonth,  Mrs.  M.,  l.d.s.  (Commenced  16/2/48)  54.5 

Shepperd,  D.  H.,  l.d.s.  (Resigned  Feb.,  1948)  

Waters,  R.  A.,  l.d.s.  83.4 

BEXLEY  BOROUGH : 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

Landon,  John,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h.  25.0 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  : 

Dalzell-Ward,  A.  J.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h.  100.0 

Love,  Mary,  m.b.,  Ch.B.,  d.p.h.,  d.r.c.o.g. (Resigned  3/6/48)  

*Killoh,  R.  B.,  m.b. , Ch.B.,  d.p.h.  (Commenced  26/10/48)  63.6 

*Robinson,  P.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.  31.8 

Ophthalmologist  : 

Chambers,  R.  M.,  m.b.,  b.s.,  d.o.m.s.  27.2 

Otolaryngologist  : 

Gill,  T.P.,  m.b.,  f.r.c.s.e.,  d.l.o.  9.0 

Dental  Surgeons  : 

Farmar,  T.  A.,  l.d.s.  (Resigned  30/9/48)  

Wade,  H.,  l.d.s.  100.0 

BROMLEY  BOROUGH : 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

Tapper,  K.  E.,  o.b.e.,  g.m.,  m.b.,  Ch.B.,  d.p.h.  25.0 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  : 

Currie,  P.  A.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.  . 75.0 

Orgler,  A.  E.,  m.d.  (Berlin)  75.0 

Stinson,  Gertrude  H.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.  75.0 

Ophthalmologist  : 

Lyle,  E.  H.  W.,  m.a.,  m.d.,  d.o.m.s.  27.2 

Dental  Surgeons  : 

Birkhahn,  B.  S.,  b.d.s.  (Resigned  30/10/48)  

Ordish,  F.  J.,  l.d.s.  36.3 

Mayo,  P.  D.  B.,  l.d.s.  (Commenced  1/4/48)  70.0 

Orthopaedic  Surgeon  : 

fHulbert,  K.  F.,  f.r.c.s.  4.5 


64.0 

54.6 


16.6 

75.0 

36.4 

68.2 


75.0 

25.0 
25.0 
25.0 


30.0 
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GILLINGHAM  BOROUGH  : 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

Muir,  W.  A.,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  : 

Bell,  C.  M.,  m.r.c.s. , L.R.C.P. 

*Dunlop,  Meta  L.,  m.b.,  B.Ch.,  d.p.h. 
Dental  Surgeons  : 

Borgars,  R.  O.,  l.d.s.  (Commenced  1/8/48) 
Griffiths,  W.  C.,  l.d.s. 


Proportion  o f whole-time  allotted  to 


School  Health  Service 
( Percentage  ) 

25.0 


Other  Health  Services 
( Percentage  ) 

75.0 


27.2 

50.0 


50.0 


100.0 

90.9 


9.1 


* Employed  by  the  Health  Committee  of  the  County  Council, 
f Full-time  Officers  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 


OTHER  STAFF 


Health  Visitors 
Dental  Attendants 
Psychologists 

Psychiatric  Social  Workers 
Speech  Therapists 


Number  of 
Officers 


Aggregate  of  time  given  to  School 
Health  Service  work  in  terms  of 
whole-time  officers 


200 

37 

5 

4 

8 


80 

33 

4.2 

4 

4.7 


The  arrangements  have  continued  whereby  a proportion  of  the  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers 
attend  clinical  classes  at  the  Paediatric  Unit  at  the  Farnborough  Hospital  on  every  Monday,  and 
two  of  these  officers  are  attached  full-time  to  the  staff  of  the  Unit  for  three  months.  Whilst  the  work 
of  such  a busy  Unit  has  not  always  had  a continuous  and  direct  relation  to  the  normal  duties  of  these 
medical  officers,  the  maintenance  of  the  clinical  interests  of  the  younger  officers  and  the  stimulus 
received  by  the  older  officers  has  been  welcomed  by  everyone  concerned  and  I am  satisfied  that  it 
has  raised  the  level  of  the  Service  available  and  given  to  the  school  child.  Six  Assistant  County 
Medical  Officers  attended  at  a course  on  educationally  sub-normal  children;  two  at  a refresher  course 
for  School  Medical  Officers  and  one  at  a course  arranged  by  the  College  of  Speech  Therapists.  Arrange- 
ments were  also  made  for  eight  Dental  Surgeons,  one  Psychologist  and  two  Speech  Therapists  to  attend 
refresher  courses. 


Medical  Inspections. 

The  following  groups  of  children  were  inspected  : — 

(a)  “Entrants”,  i.e.  all  pupils  who  were  entered  on  the  roll  of  a maintained  school  for  the  first 
time. 

( b ) Pupils  who  attained  the  age  of  8 years  during  the  year. 

(c)  Pupils  who  attained  the  age  of  11  years  during  the  year. 

(d)  “Leavers”. 

(e)  Pupils  receiving  Special  Educational  Treatment. 

(/)  “Specials”,  i.e.  those  pupils  on  whom  a special  report  was  desired. 

(g)  “Re-examinations”,  i.e.  those  pupils  previously  found  to  have  a defect  requiring  attention. 

In  addition,  pupils  aged  12  were  inspected  at  Secondary  Technical  Schools,  and  pupils  aged  13 
at  the  Secondary  Grammar  Schools.  Frequent  requests  have  been  received  from  the  Head  Teachers 
of  Secondary  Grammar  Schools  for  inspection  of  entrants  to  these  schools  but  as  the  Minister  requires 
inspection  of  these  pupils  during  their  last  year  in  the  primary  schools,  it  has  not  been  possible  to 
comply  with  their  request.  The  examinations  at  the  age  of  eight,  twelve  and  thirteen  are,  of  course, 
additional  to  the  Minister’s  minimum  requirement. 

During  the  year  under  review,  72,492  pupils  were  inspected  in  the  periodic  age  groups;  34,639 
special  examinations  were  undertaken,  and  66,501  pupils  were  re-inspected.  This  large  total  of 
inspections  has  been  reflected  in  the  number  of  children  referred  to  the  various  specialist  clinics  and, 
despite  frequent  review  and  increase  of  facilities,  the  limitation  of  buildings  and  staff  has  led  to 
almost  continuous  and  in  some  cases  considerable  waiting  lists. 
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General  Condition  of  the  Pupils. 

The  following  table  shows  the  classification  of  pupils  examined  in  the  routine  age  groups  for  the 
years  1938, 1939,  1941,  1944,  1946,  1947  and  1948 


Table  1. 


Year 

Number  of 
Pupils 
Examined 

A 

(Excellent) 

B 

(Normal) 

C 

(Slightly 

sub-normal) 

D 

(Bad) 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

1938 

36,361 

6,810 

18.7 

26,163 

71.9 

4,186 

8.8 

202 

0.6 

1939 

24,605 

4,212 

17.1 

18,311 

74.4 

2,011 

8.2 

71 

0.3 

1941 

32,130 

5,369 

16.7 

22,886 

71.2 

3,688 

11.5 

187 

0.6 

1944 

32,958 

8,012 

24.3 

21,062 

63.9 

3,618 

11.0 

266 

0.8 

1946 

57,807 

12,413 

21.5 

38,979 

67.4 

6,074 

10.5 

341 

0.6 

A (Good) 

B (Fair) 

C (Poor) 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

O 

/o 

No. 

% 

1947 

70,855 

19,757 

27.9 

43,287 

61.1 

7,811 

11.0 

1948 

72,492 

21,188 

29.2 

44,608 

61.6 

6,696 

9.2 

Following-Up. — The  Health  Visitors  have  continued  to  make  visits  to  the  parents  of  pupils 
found  by  the  School  Health  Service  to  require  medical  attention  and  give  all  assistance  and  advice 
that  is  necessary.  It  has  not  been  possible  to  recruit  all  the  visitors  necessary  for  the  Service  but 
the  families  mostly  in  need  of  visitation  have  not  been  neglected.  Since  5th  July  it  has  been  necessary 
for  the  Health  Visitors  to  “follow-up”  all  children  either  by  school  or  home  visit  to  ascertain  whether 
spectacles  have  been  obtained  after  refraction,  because  of  the  operating  of  the  Supplementary 
Ophthalmic  Service. 


Medical  Treatment. — The  National  Health  Service  Act  came  into  force  on  5th  July,  1948,  and  on 
4th  August  the  Ministry  of  Education  issued  Circular  179  concerning  the  effect  of  the  National 
Health  Service  on  the  School  Health  Service.  The  general  principle  is  that  Regional  Hospital  Boards 
will,  in  agreement  with  Local  Education  Authorities,  assume  administrative  and  financial  respon- 
sibility for  all  arrangements  which  in  their  opinion  fall  within  the  scope  of  their  functions,  including 
consultative  and  specialist  work.  The  Authority,  however,  still  has  its  duty  and  right  to  provide 
these  services  where  they  are  not  otherwise  provided.  The  provision  of  speech  therapy;  treatment 
of  minor  ailments  at  clinics,  or  schools,  and  dental  inspection  and  treatment  will  continue  to  be  the 
duty  of  the  Local  Education  Authorities. 

As  from  5th  July,  the  examination  of  pupils  suffering  from  defective  vision  and  supply  of 
spectacles  was  carried  out  under  the  provision  of  “The  National  Health  Service  (Supplementary 
Ophthalmic  Services)  Regulations,  1948”. 

Under  the  Regulations  the  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  working  at  a Hospital  or  Clinic,  if  of  the  opinion 
that  a pupil  needs  to  be  supplied  with  glasses,  issues  a prescription  and  completes  the  appropriate 
parts  of  the  Supplementary  Ophthalmic  Service  form  and  forwards  it  to  the  Local  Executive  Council 
together  with,  if  the  glasses  are  needed  by  way  of  replacement,  a note  of  the  circumstances  in  which 
replacement  is  required. 

On  receiving  the  form  the  Council,  if  satisfied  that  the  pupil  is  not  already  in  possession  of  lenses 
conforming  to  the  prescription,  sends  the  upper  detachable  part  of  the  form  to  the  parent  or  guardian 
and  at  the  same  time  informs  him  that  the  glasses  may  be  obtained  from  any  Optician  providing  Sup- 
plement ary  Ophthalmic  Services. 

So  far  as  the  other  specialist  clinics  provided  by  the  Education  Committee  in  Hospitals  prior  to 
5th  July  are  concerned,  the  transfer  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  Management  Committees 
was  accomplished  without  difficulty  or  interference  with  the  work  and,  most  important,  without  the 
pupil  or  his  parent  noticing  any  change.  In  most  of  these  instances  appointments  for  attendance  at 
the  clinics  have  continued  to  be  made  through  the  School  Health  Service. 
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Towards  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  preliminary  discussions  with  officers  of  the  South-East 
Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board  as  to  the  future  of  specialist  clinics  not  situated  in  hospitals. 
It  was  agreed  it  would  be  appropriate  for  the  Education  Committee  to  continue  to  provide  the  clinics, 
buildings,  equipment,  ancillary  and  clerical  staff,  the  Specialists  being  provided  and  appointed  by 
the  Board  in  consultation  with  the  appropriate  Committee  of  the  Council.  However,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary for  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Surgeons  and  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeons  working  on  a sessional 
basis  to  continue  in  the  service  of  the  Council  until  the  permanent  rates  of  salary  for  Specialists  are 
decided  upon.  There  would  appear  to  be  no  difficulty  in  the  Board  taking  over  the  full-time  Psychia- 
trists now  employed  by  the  Council,  and  it  has  been  indicated  to  the  Board  that  the  Education  Com- 
mittee require  at  present  the  services  of  Psychiatrists  for  44  sessions  a week,  and  that  during  1949 
the  total  requirements  will  be  77  sessions  weekly. 

During  the  course  of  the  discussions  with  the  representatives  of  the  Board,  it  has  been  emphasised 
that  the  Services  to  be  provided  by  the  Board  should  be  no  less  efficient  than  those  already  established 
by  the  Council  and  that  proper  expansion  should  proceed,  otherwise  the  Council  would  need  to  con- 
sider exercising  its  right  to  provide  its  own  Specialists. 

The  Committee’s  scheme  fits  in  with  the  logical  system  of  there  being  one  service  of  Specialists 
and  Consultants  viz.  that  provided  by  the  Board,  and  at  the  same  time  there  is  no  cleavage  from  the 
School  Health  Service,  the  Authority’s  responsibility.  There  can  and  will  be  continuous  and  effective 
following  up  of  children  referred  for  treatment. 

(a)  Minor  Ailments. — The  treatment  of  minor  ailments  is  carried  out  by  the  Health  Visitors  at 
55  clinics  established  by  the  Committee;  at  the  homes  of  the  children  and  at  the  schools.  Regular 
visits  are  also  made  to  the  clinics  by  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers.  During  the  year  under  review 
36,524  defects  were  treated. 

( b ) Cleanliness  Inspections. — -Regular  visits  were  made  by  the  Health  Visitors  to  each  Primary 
and  Secondary  School  during  the  year.  Visits  were  also  made  to  certain  Grammar  and  Technical 
Schools  by  requests  of  the  Heads  of  the  Schools. 


The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  verminous  infestation  over  the  last  four  years  : — 

Table  2. 


Year 

Total  number  of  examinations  of 
pupils 

Number  of  individual  pupils  found 
unclean 

1945 

389,008 

9,659 

1946 

404,783 

9,731 

1947 

406,313 

7,931 

1948 

439,773 

7,909 

(c)  Defective  Vision. — During  the  year  13,458  children  were  seen  at  the  School  Ophthalmic 
Clinics,  and  spectacles  were  prescribed  for  6,400  of  these  children.  Since  5th  July  the  prescriptions 
dispensed  have  not  been  available  and  it  is  not  possible  to  give  an  accurate  figure  for  the  number  of 
spectacles  obtained.  It  has  been  necessary  to  introduce  a “follow-up”  system,  and  the  Health  Visitors 
now  see  the  children  in  school  or  visit  the  parents  to  ascertain  if  the  spectacles  prescribed  have  been 
obtained.  There  has  been  a waiting  period  of  from  two  to  five  months  between  the  date  of  the  pres- 
cription and  the  completion  of  the  order  by  the  Optician.  The  question  of  the  delay  in  providing 
spectacles  for  children  has  been  taken  up  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  with  a view  to  priority  being 
given  in  the  provision  of  spectacles  for  school  children  whose  eye  condition  is  such  that  they  require 
frequent  examinations  by  an  Ophthalmologist. 

In  connection  with  the  use  of  the  School  Medical  Record  Schedule  which  came  into  use  during  the 
year,  each  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  has  been  supplied  with  a copy  of  the  “Ishihara”  plates  for 
the  purpose  of  testing  pupils  for  a "colour  defect”.  The  use  of  these  tests  indicate  only  that  there  is  a 
“colour  defect”  and,  where  necessary,  pupils  will  be  referred  to  an  Ophthalmologist  at  certain  hos- 
pitals for  lantern  tests  to  establish  whether  or  not  colour  blindness  is  present. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  year,  arrangements  were  made  for  Health  Visitors  to  test  the  vision  of 
children  aged  7 years  and  to  send  any  child  thought  to  have  a visual  defect  to  an  Assistant  County 
Medical  Officer  for  further  examination.  During  the  year  9,251  children  were  so  examined  and  964 
were  sent  to  a Medical  Officer  for  further  examination. 

(i)  Enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids. — 2,865  pupils  received  operative  treatment  during  the  year, 
as  compared  with  2,331  in  1947,  but  it  will  be  recalled  that  during  the  latter  part  of  1947  operations 
were  suspended  due  to  the  prevalence  of  acute  poliomyelitis. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  patients  treated  : — 

Table  3. 


Hospital 

No.  of  patients 

Beckenham 

238 

Chatham,  All  Saints 

227 

Cray  Valley 

137 

Crowborough  War  Memorial 

3 

Dartford,  West  Hill 

181 

Dartford,  Livingstone  ... 

309 

Dartford,  Southern 

1 

Dartford,  Joyce  Green 

1 

Deal,  Walmer  & District  Victoria 

28 

Dover,  Royal  Victoria  ... 

42 

Erith  & District 

101 

Farnborough  ... 

69 

Folkestone,  Royal  Victoria 

202 

Gravesend  & North  Kent 

177 

Kent  and  Canterbury  ... 

66 

Kent  County  Ophthalmic  & Aural 

206 

Kent  and  Sussex 

5 

Ramsgate  and  Margate  ... 

496 

Rochester,  St.  Bartholomew’s 

12 

Rye,  Winchelsea,  & District 

6 

Sheppey 

155 

Sidcup  Cottage 

20 

Sydenham  Road  Children’s  Hospital 

58 

Tunbridge  Wells  Homoeopathic  ... 

92 

Willesborough  ... 

33 

Total 

2,865 

( e ) Defective  Hearing,  Ear  Disease. — During  the  year  arrangements  were  made  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a special  lip-reading  class  for  children  who  were  hard  of  hearing,  at  the  South  Clinic, 
Bromley,  and  the  first  session  was  held  on  16th  October.  There  were  six  children  attending  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  A similar  class  will  begin  at  a clinic  in  Margate  early  in  1949. 

Two  hearing  aids  were  supplied  to  pupils  to  enable  them  to  take  proper  advantage  of  the  education 
provided. 

(/)  Dental  Defects. — The  Senior  Dental  Officer,  Mr.  F.  J.  Saunders,  has  reported  as  follows  : — 

During  the  year  under  review  two  part-time  Dental  Surgeons  who  began  duty  during  the  year, 
and  the  Dental  Surgeon  for  Orthodontics  and  five  whole-time  Dental  Surgeons  left  the  service.  Three 
whole-time  and  three  part-time  officers  were  replaced,  and  the  work  of  a fourth  part-time  officer  was 
absorbed  in  the  appointment  of  two  additional  whole-time  officers.  The  Orthodontic  Surgeon  was 
replaced  by  promotion  from  the  existing  staff.  The  total  result  of  these  changes  made  available  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  the  equivalent  of  34  whole-time  officers.  The  equivalent  of  approximate^  30  full- 
time officers  worked  750  half-day  sessions  on  inspections,  and  13,743  sessions  for  treatment,  whilst 
the  remainder  devoted  1,657  sessions  to  inspection  and  treatment  of  mothers  and  children  under 
school  age.  On  this  basis,  there  was  an  overall  allocation  for  the  County  of  one  full-time  officer  to 
approximately  5,863  school  children,  compared  with  6,325  in  1946  and  5,849  in  1947. 

The  recruitment  of  Dental  Surgeons  caused  grave  concern.  The  approved  establishment  is  43 
whole-time  officers  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  8 short  of  this  number,  yet  under  the  proposals 
submitted  under  Section  22  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  the  establishment  is  due  to  be 
increased  to  50  in  order  to  provide  for  additional  services  for  mothers  and  young  children.  The 
school  population  has  increased  by  some  19,740  since  1945.  To  offer  these  children  a comprehensive 
service,  it  will  be  necessary  to  increase  the  approved  establishment  to  56  full-time  officers,  when 
additional  premises  for  dental  clinics  are  available.  Because  of  the  heavy  demand  for  dental  care, 
parents  find  it  increasingly  difficult  to  obtain  treatment  for  their  children,  either  through  the  School 
Health  Service,  or  Part  IV  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act. 

Provision  was  made  for  eight  officers  to  attend  lectures  given  at  the  Eastman  Dental  Clinic  and 
at  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  London.  A series  of  lectures  on  many  aspects  on  dentistry  by 
leading  Dental' Surgeons  was  given  at  the  County  Hall  in  January,  and  was  very  successful. 

The  need  for  additional  accommodation  grew  more  marked  during  the  year.  Sanction  was  ob- 
tained in  1946  for  the  adaptation  of  the  air-raid  shelters  on  the  school  premises  at  Aylesham  and 
Paddock  Wood  for  minor  ailment  and  dental  clinic  purposes,  and  for  additional  surgeries  to  be 
established  at  Gravesend  and  Orpington,  together  with  a new  treatment  centre  at  Dartford.  In  1947, 
recommendations  were  submitted  for  the  adaptation  of  the  shelter  on  the  school  premises  at  Cran- 
brook,  the  provision  of  alternative  accommodation  in  Sidcup  at  10  Station  Road,  in  Mottingham  at 
the  Auxiliary  Fire  Station,  and  in  Penge  at  19  Oakffeld  Road,  but  in  1948  it  had  only  been  possible 
for  various  reasons  to  start  work  on  one  of  these  projects,  namely  the  shelter  at  Paddock  Wood, 
which  was  almost  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

To  enable  children  in  iural  districts  to  obtain  treatment  in  a clinic  fitted  and  equipped  on  the 
same  lines  as  provided  for  town  children,  the  Committee  agreed  to  purchase  three  mobile  dental 
clinics,  each  with  its  own  electrical  system,  waiting  room,  surgery  and  recovery  room. 
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The  arrangement  made  for  the  use  of  rooms  as  a treatment  centre  at  the  Grammar  School  for 
Girls,  Dartford,  ended  in  August  but  had  been  of  great  assistance  in  enabling  Secondary  Grammar 
School  pupils  in  Dartford  to  receive  treatment.  Additional  accommodation  was  found  at  the  School 
Clinic,  West  Hill  Hospital,  Dartford  and  although  this  arrangement  is  unsatisfactory  and  causes 
considerable  inconvenience  to  other  users,  it  is  the  best  available  at  the  present  time. 

By  the  end  of  the  year,  35  permanent  clinics  had  been  equipped  with  Walton  No.  2 Gas  and 
Oxygen  Machines,  and  since  1946,  14  Electric  Engines,  9 Fountain  Spittoons,  5 Pump  Chairs,  4 
Electric  Dental  Units  and  furniture  had  been  obtained  for  other  clinics  to  bring  them  up  to  a modern 
standard. 

Dr.  A.  Buchan,  the  Orthodontic  Surgeon,  resigned  in  April  and  Mr.  G.  C.  Dickson  was  appointed  in 
his  stead.  The  time  of  the  Orthodontic  Surgeon  is  devoted  to  examinations  and  supervision  of  supply 
or  fitting  of  mechanical  appliances.  Orthodontia  embraces  much  more  than  the  correction  of  mal- 
position of  the  teeth  by  mechanical  aid.  Primarily,  it  deals  with  the  normal  development  of  the  teeth 
and  dental  arches  but,  secondarily,  through  the  contiguity  of  structure  and  inter-relationship  of  function, 
it  is  directly  associated  with  the  functions  of  respiration,  digestion  and  nutrition  and  hence  by  this 
series  of  related  structures  and  functions,  with  the  health  of  the  whole  body. 

Details  of  the  number  of  patients  examined,  etc.,  and  the  appliances  made  in  the  County  Work- 
shop, Maidstone,  are  shown  below  : — 

Table  4. 


No.  examined  by 
Orthodontist 

No.  requiring 
appliances 

No.  completely 
treated 

Total  No.  of 
attendances 

2,580 

966 

444 

9,305 

Table  5. 


Orthodontic  Appliances  Fitted 

Other  Appliances  Fitted 

Upper 

Lower 

Oral  Screens 

Remakes 

Repairs 

Dentures 

Remakes 

Repairs 

894 

59 

175 

36 

70 

265 

10 

38 

Patients  needing  X-ray  examinations  were  sent  to  the  nearest  Hospital. 

Treatment  was  carried  out  in  52  permanent  and  91  temporary  centres  (the  latter  in  rural  areas), 
compared  with  53  and  87  respectively  during  the  previous  year.  Up  to  5th  July,  134  children  received 
emergency  treatment  under  the  arrangements  made  by  the  Education  Committee  with  private 
practitioners. 

The  figures  below,  show  the  work  undertaken  during  the  year  compared  with  the  amount  done 
in  the  two  preceding  years. 

1946  1947  1948 

Staff  available  in  terms  of  full-time  Officers 


on  31st  December  ... 

28.3 

27.6 

30 

Inspection  Sessions  ... 

765 

776 

750 

Treatment  Sessions  ... 

10,815 

12,476 

13,743 

Inspected  (Including  Specials) 

106,992 

111,303 

105,209 

Referred  for  treatment 

63,864 

64,586 

57,707 

Actually  treated 

42,202 

40,827 

46,502 

Attendances  ... 

91,962 

105,333 

117,247* 

Permanent  Teeth  Extracted... 

8,319 

9,254 

10,293 

Temporary  Teeth  Extracted... 

48,841 

52,776 

57,398 

Fillings — Permanent  Teeth  ... 

39,754 

40,891 

44,449 

Temporary  Teeth  ... 

10,873 

9,551 

10,935 

Number  of  children  examined  by  Dental 
Surgeon  for  Orthodontic  Services 

420 

2,460 

2,580 

Referred  for  Appliances 

202 

806 

966 

Appliances — Fitted  ... 

250 

771 

953 

Remakes 

10 

37 

36 

Repairs  ... 

17 

55 

70 

Denture  Appliances — Fitted... 

142 

168 

265 

Remakes 

5 

10 

10 

Repairs 

'8 

29 

38 

Acrylic  Crowns 

16 

19 

26 

Acrylic  Caps  ... 

— 

— 

15 

Acrylic  Inlays  .. . 

— 

— 

6 

Gold  Inlaj's 

— 

— 

4 

Other  Operations — Permanent  Teeth 

19,044 

23,748 

31,407* 

Temporary  Teeth 

10,310 

8,576 

9,391 

General  Anaesthetics  ... 

9,691 

10,850 

13,582 

Ratio  of  permanent  teeth  filled  to  permanent 
teeth  extracted 

4.77  to  1 

4.42  to  1 

4.32  to  1 

Permanent  Clinics 

50 

53 

54 

Temporary  Clinics  

84 

87 

89 

* These  figures  include  orthodontic  services. 
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Apart  from  the  fact  that  fewer  children  were  inspected,  a gratifying  result  is  the  increase  of  work 
undertaken  each  year. 

Other  operations  recorded  in  Table  12  on  page  26  include  Orthodontic  treatment,  in  addition  to 
10,238  scalings,  polishing  of  teeth  and  fillings,  11,647  permanent  and  9,391  temporary  dressings,  and 
461  root  canal  dressings. 

(g)  Child  Guidance  Service. — In  June,  1948,  Dr.  Alan  Maberly  was  appointed  as  a part-time 
Consultant  Psychiatrist.  He  has  surveyed  the  needs  of  the  School  Health  Service  in  relation  to  this 
service,  and  his  report  indicated  that  the  lines  of  expansion  already  approved  by  the  Committee 
should  in  the  main  be  adopted  for  continued  development  as  staff  and  buildings  become  available. 

The  existing  clinics  have  been  working  at  full  pressure  throughout  the  year.  Although  the 
number  of  new  cases  seen  has  increased  by  nearly  twenty  per  cent. , the  demand  has  been  such  that  the 
waiting  lists  have  increased  even  more,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  brake  on  expansion,  due  to  shortage 
- of  staff  and  accommodation,  may  soon  be  overcome.  Treatment  attendances  rose  from  4,912  to  6,603. 
Of  the  781  new  patients  seen,  131  came  from  the  Courts,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  co-operation  with 
the  Juvenile  Courts  will  be  even  closer  in  the  future. 

As  is  customary  in  child  guidance  work,  the  number  of  boys  referred  exceeds  the  number  of  girls 
in  the  proportion  of  two  to  one. 

Of  the  145  cases  noted  as  "non-co-operative”,  only  about  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  them  were 
closed  after  treatment  had  started. 

TJie  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  patients  dealt  with  during  the  year  : — 


Table  0. 


Clinic 

No.  of  pupils 
referred 

No.  of 
Diagnostic 
Interviews 

Psychological 

Treatments 

Number  Discharged 

Consultation 

only 

[ Unsuitable  for 

treatment 

Condition 

unchanged 

Condition 

improved 

Non- 

co-operative j 

Left  district  or  | 

transferred 

Boys 

Girls 

Ashford 

36 

22 

39 

181 

1 

2 

1 

5 

4 

1 

Canterbury... 

110 

79 

122 

878 

33 

— 

1 

19 

6 

9 

Chatham 

114 

59 

132 

841 

50 

— 

8 

34 

50 

2 

Chislehurst . . . 

94 

60 

111 

1,111 

35 

7 

2 

39 

11 

10 

Crayford 

111 

62 

170 

1,870 

20 

4 

14 

60 

49 

— 

Maidstone  . . . 

160 

41 

103 

1,171 

16 

16 

2 

26 

19 

5 

Tonbridge  ... 

81 

37 

104 

551 

35 

8 

— 

20 

6 

4 

Total 

706 

360 

781 

6,603 

190 

37 

28 

203 

145 

31 

(. h ) Orthopaedic  and  Crippling  Defects— Table  10  shows  that  at  the  medical  inspections 
8,182  children  were  reported  to  have  orthopaedic  defects  and  of  these  5,395  were  referred  for  treat- 
ment. All  children  in  attendance  at  maintained  schools  reported  during  1947  to  have  had  acute 
poliomyelitis  were  examined  by  the  medical  staff  and,  if  necessary,  sent  to  an  orthopaedic  clinic  for 
treatment. 

During  the  year  1948,  5,908  children  attended  at  the  clinics  and  60,900  attendances  were  made. 


( i ) Mass  Radiography .■ — During  the  year  radiological  surveys  carried  out  of  pupils  in  attendance 
at  22  schools,  including  Grammar,  Technical,  and  Secondary,  showed  the  following  results  : — 
Number  examined.  Males  3,938.  Females  4,398.  Total  8,336. 

Recalled  for  further  examination 

Large  films  216.  Clinical  examinations  87. 


Final  results  of  examination 

t,  , i ■ f Active 
Tuberculosis^  Inactjve 


3 or 
19  or 


.003  per  cent. 
.023  per  cent. 


The  Council’s  Mass  Radiography  Unit  was  transferred  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  on  5th 
July,  1948,  but  arrangements  have  been  made  to  continue  the  radiological  survey  in  schools  where 
children  of  15  years  of  age  and  over  are  in  attendance. 


(j)  Speech  defects. — Dr.  Gladys  Stableforth  has  continued  to  act  as  Medical  Liaison  Officer  at 
the  Speech  Clinics  and  reported  that  the  number  of  children  sent  for  treatment  continues  to  increase 
and  the  Speech  Therapy  Service  has  expanded  to  meet  these  requirements.  It  is  of  interest  to  note 
the  increasing  use  made  of  the  service  by  the  Surgeons  of  the  Plastic  Surgery  Units,  Throat,  Nose 
and  Ear  Units,  and  the  General  Medical  Practitioners,  as  our  activities  have  become  more  generally 
known. 

An  additional  full-time  Speech  Therapist  and  one  part-time  Speech  Therapist  joined  the  staff  in 
October,  1948. 
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A new  clinic  was  opened  at  Deal  in  October,  1948,  and  from  the  same  time  additional  sessions 


were  held  at  Folkestone,  Maidstone  and  Canterbury. 

The  clinic  attendances  were  : 

1.  Total  number  of  patients  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  832 

2.  Number  of  patients  receiving  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  ...  532 

Classification  of  Patients 

(a)  Sigmatism  (Imperfect  or  improper  use  of  the  S sound)  ...  ...  82 

(i b ) Simple  Dyslalia  (Defective  pronunciation)  ...  ...  ...  ...  106 

( c ) General  Dyslalia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

( d ) Multiple  Dyslalia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  178 

( e ) Alalia  (Absence  of  speech)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

(/)  Aphasia  (Loss  of  power  of  speech  from  cortical  lesion)  ...  ...  7 

(g)  Dysphonia  (Difficulty  in  phonation)  .. . ...  ...  ...  ...  82 

1.  Cleft  Palate — 51 

2.  Other  Causes — -31 

(h)  Dysarthria  (Defective  articulation  due  to  nerve  disease)  ...  ...  14 

(?)  Stammering  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  239 

(j)  Stammering  with  Dyslalia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 


Total  832 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  patients  attending  at  each  clinic. 

• Table  7. 


Clinic 

No.  of  patients 
treated 

during  the  year 

No.  receiving- 
treatment  at  the 
end  of  the  year 

No.  of  sessions 
held  weekly 

No.  of  Speech 
Therapists  in 
attendance 

Bexley  ... 

28 

27 

2 

1 : 

Beckenham  (2) 

55 

40 

3 

1* 

Bromley 

11 

9 

1 

1 

Ashford 

36 

30 

2 

1 

Canterbury 

44 

24 

2 

1 Jan.  to  Sept., 

2 since  1 Oct.,  1948 

Chatham 

65 

49 

3 

1 for  1 session,  and 

2 at  other  sessions 

Chislehurst 

59 

40 

2 

1* 

Dartf  ord 

139 

76 

4 

1* 

Deal 

21 

15 

2 

(Opened  1 Oct.) 

1 

Folkestone 

73 

34 

4 

1 Jan.  to  Sept. 

2 since  1 Oct.,  1948 

Maidstone 

89 

46 

2 for  Jan.  to  Sept. 

6 from  1 Oct.,  1948 

1 

Margate 

34 

22 

2 

1 

Orpington 

56 

35 

2 

1* 

Sittingbourne  . . . 

35 

22 

2 

1 

Tonbridge 

57 

46 

2 

1 Jan.  to  Sept. 

2 since  1 Oct.,  1948 

Tunbridge  Wells 

30 

17 

1 

1 

832 

532 

— 

— 

* Students  from  the  West  End  Hospital  for  Nervous  Diseases  also  attend  at  these  centres. 


Work  of  Voluntary  Bodies. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  amount  of  work  undertaken  by  the  National  Society  for  the  Pre- 
vention of  Cruelty  to  Children  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  during  the  year. 


Branch 

No.  of  children 

Visits  made 

Ashford 

42 

76 

Bromley  ..: 

26 

203 

Canterbury 

62 

160 

Gravesend,  Medway  and  Swale 

53 

108 

Isle  of  Thanet 

17 

66 

Maidstone 

55 

172 

North  Kent 

44 

120 

South  East  Kent 

31 

103 

West  Kent 

21 

44 

Woolwich  (Kent  Area) 

20 

60 

Totals  ... 

371 

1112 
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Handicapped  Children. 

These  are  children  who  require  special  educational  treatment,  and  the  following  table  shows  the 
number  in  each  category  in  the  Authority’s  area  on  20th  January,  1949. 


Table  8. 
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4 

Boys 
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1 

— 

7 

1 

1 

1 





Gillingham 

2 

3 

2 

— 

1 

— 

4 
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— 

6 





In 

Special 

Remainder  of  County 

8 

20 

37 

9 

129 

6 

103 

14 

14 

74 

1 

17 

Beckenham 

— 

1 

1 

— 
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Schools 

Bexlev 
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1 
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— 
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1 
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Girls 

Bromley 
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1 

1 
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Gillingham 
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— 

1 

— 
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— 
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Remainder  of  County 

10 

19 

37 
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105 
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69 
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47 
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Beckenham 
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— 
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63 

Bexley 
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37 
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Boys 
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47 
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Gillingham 

— 

— 

— 

5 
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25 

— 
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maintained 

Primary 

Remainder  of  County 
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155 

1 

774 
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132 

21 

332 

26 
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22 
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31 
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Bromley 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 
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3 

Gillingham 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 
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1 

— 

1 
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Not 
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Remainder  of  County 
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4 

— 

2 
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4 

27 
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14 
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— 
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Bexley 
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1 

— 

— 
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2 

— 
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1 

— 
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Girls 

Bromley 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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3 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Gillingham 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Remainder  of  County 

1 

1 

5 

2 

2 

— 

30 

1 

2 

14 

2 

7 

Beckenham 

1 

1 

2 

— 

18 

2 

12 

1 

32 

9 

64 

1 

Bexley 

1 

4 

1 

1 

39 

— 

50 

2 

40 

36 

38 

10 

Boys 

Bromley 

1 

1 

7 

5 

14 

— 

24 

1 

50 

7 

22 

6 

Gillingham 

2 

3 

2 

5 

13 

— 

91 

— 

28 

6 

6 

1 

Total 

Remainder  of  County 

8 

58 

42 

32 

286 

8 

916 

18 

153 

123 

334 

58 

Beckenham 



2 

1 

— 

11 

2 

7 



22 

8 

33 

1 

Bexley 

— 

3 

4 

1 

14 

— 

32 

— 

17 

15 

5 

11 

Girls 

Bromley 

— 

— 

— 

2 

8 

— 

11 

1 

25 

14 

14 

— 

Gillingham 

1 

1 

1 

— 

16 

1 

82 

1 

20 

— 

3 

— 

Remainder  of  County 

1 1 

73 

43 

19 

234 

7 

521 

21 

77 

78 

157 

37 

Total  for 
whole 

Boys 

13 

67 

54 

43 

370 

10 

1093 

22 

303 

181 

464 

7ft 

Girls 

12 

79 

49 

22 

283 

10 

653. 

23 

161 

115 

212 

49 

County 

19 


Residential  Special  Schools. 

The  Residential  Special  School  for  educationally  sub-normal  girls  was  opened  at  Broomhill  Bank, 
Tunbridge  Wells,  on  5th  November,  1948,  but  because  of  limited  staff  and  the  fact  that  the  adaptations 
of  the  building  have  not  yet  been  completed,  it  has  been  possible  to  admit  only  a small  number  of  girls 
in  the  first  instance.  It  has  been  arranged  for  Dr.  K.  Gower  Isaac  to  hold  regular  periodic  routine 
inspections  at  the  school. 

Wrens’  Warren  Camp  School  for  Delicate  Children. 

In  order  to  utilise  the  facilities  available  to  the  fullest  extent,  the  School  was  opened  during 
1948  for  4 terms,  January  9th  to  March  25th,  April  2nd  to  June  24th,  July  2nd  to  September  24th, 
October  8th  to  December  16th.  The  numbers  of  children  on  the  school  rolls  for  these  terms  were 
121,  131,  108,  122.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  of  the  children  during  the  last  term  45  were  stated 
to  be  suffering  from  debility,  22  from  nutritional  defects,  14  from  anaemia,  14  from  asthma  and  3 
from  “rheumatism”.  The  relationship  which  the  home  conditions  bears  to  the  disability  of  the 
children  is  revealed  by  the  fact  that  34  came  from  homes  deemed  to  be  unsatisfactory,  22  from  broken 
homes,  6 had  no  mother  and  5 no  father,  whilst  2 had  lost  both  parents.  23  of  the  children  were  in 
contact  in  their  own  homes  with  patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  11  of  the  children  suffered 
from  enuresis  and  maladjustment  or  emotional  instability  was  noted  in  14  cases.  Two  or  more  of 
the  above  remarks  relate  to  several  children. 

During  the  first  two  terms  a third  of  the  children  received  dental  treatment,  but  during  the  last 
two  terms  this  proportion  dropped  to  a quarter.  Periodic  visits  were  made  by  the  Orthopaedic  Sur- 
geon and  approximately  one-third  of  the  children  were  sent  for  treatment  by  a Physiotherapist,  who 
visited  weekly.  The  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  attended  during  the  last  three  terms  and  saw  23,  18  and  30 
patients  respectively.  Some  children  were  admitted  suffering  from  blepharitis  at  the  beginning  of 
each  term  but  this  soon  cleared  up  and  did  not  return  during  their  stay  at  the  school.  12  of  the  children 
were  sent  to  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic,  15  for  examination  at  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  and 
3 were  sent  to  a Dermatologist.  In  April  there  was  some  prevalence  of  sore  throat  and  19  children 
received  treatment.  In  August  there  were  20  cases  of  mumps,  including  2 amongst  the  staff.  The 
epidemic  of  mumps  appeared  to  have  been  curtailed  by  the  2 weeks  closure  at  the  end  of  the  third 
term.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  of  the  14  children  who  were  admitted  with  a diagnosis  of  asthma, 
only  1 failed  to  benefit. 

The  steady  routine,  regular  hours,  together  with  an  adequate  diet,  has  shown  in  the  following 
Table  to  result  in  early  and  steady  gains  in  weight. 


Term 

Terms  in 
School 

Number  of  Children  and  average  gains  in  weight  in 

Terms  of  residence  of  each  group. 

, , 

the  respective 

Junior  Boys 

Junior  Girls 

Senior  Boys 

Senior  Girls 

1st 

One 

13  x 3.7  lbs. 

13  x 4 lbs. 

11  x 5.7  lbs. 

1 1 x 5.9  lbs. 

Two 

18  x 1 lb. 

13  x 2.5  lbs. 

21  x 2.8  lbs. 

18  x 3.8  lbs. 

2nd 

One 

13  x 5 lbs. 

10  x 5.4  lbs. 

5 x 2.7  lbs. 

7 x 8.8  lbs. 

Two 

13  x 3.3  lbs. 

12  x 3.2  lbs. 

10  x 2 lbs. 

8 x 5.4  lbs. 

Three 

14  x 2.3  lbs. 

5 x 1.1  lbs. 

19  x 1.8  lbs. 

16  x 1.3  lbs. 

3rd 

One 

11  x 4.4  lbs. 

11  x 4.2  lbs. 

14  x 4.4  lbs. 

6x9  lbs. 

Two 

7 x 3.3  lbs. 

6 x 3.3  lbs. 

5 x 6.7  lbs. 

5 x 5.7  lbs. 

Three 

7 x 2.5  lbs. 

6 x 2.6  lbs. 

5 x 4.6  lbs. 

2 x 3.8  lbs. 

Four 

4 x 3.1  lbs. 

2 x 1.8  lbs. 

5 x 3.7  lbs. 

5 x 4.3  lbs. 

4th 

One 

20  x 4.6  lbs. 

13  x 4.2  lbs. 

9 x 5.9  lbs. 

10  x 8 lbs. 

Two 

7 x 1.8  lbs. 

6 x 2.3  lbs. 

14  x 3.3  lbs. 

5 x 5.1  lbs. 

Three 

7 x 1.1  lbs. 

4 x 2.3  lbs. 

3 x 2.4  lbs. 

3 x 8.3  lbs. 

Four 

2 x 1.4  lbs. 

4 x 2.2  lbs. 

3 x 1.9  lbs. 

2 x 1 lb. 

Five 

1 x .7  lbs. 

3x2  lbs. 

1 x 1.1  lbs. 

The  maximum  gain  was  in  a girl  with  no  glandular  pathology  who  showed  a 16  lbs.  increase  in 
ten  weeks. 

A Tuberculin  Patch  Test  survey  was  cairied  out  early  in  the  year  and  of  100  pupils,  55  gave  a 
positive  result.  In  5 the  reaction  was  so  marked  that  they  were  sent  to  the  Tuberculosis  Officer.  An 
X-ray  examination  of  the  chest  indicated  an  old  focus  but  with  no  evidence  of  present  activity.  The 
Medical  Officer,  Dr.  Hazeldene,  states  that  all  children  show  a marked  improvement  in  general  health 
during  residence  at  the  School. 

Of  the  children  suffering  from  enuresis  during  the  last  term,  this  was  only  very  occasional  amongst 
senior  boys  and  girls.  Of  9 junior  boys  only  one  was  persistent  and  of  10  junior  girls  3 were  persistent. 

The  average  number  of  children  each  term  who  attended  for  treatment  of  minor  ailments  was  20, 
whilst  103  spent  one  or  more  days  in  the  Sick  Bay  during  the  year. 

Whilst  the  Camp  is  not  ideal  for  the  main  purpose  of  an  Open  Air  School,  it  has  proved  to  be  of 
inestimable  value. 
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Hythe  Seabrook  Lodge  School  for  educationally  sub-normal  Boys.  Dr.  E.  M.  Molesworth  has  reported 
as  follows  : — 

“During  the  year  the  School  was  visited  at  regular  intervals,  and  medical  inspections  were  carried 
out.  There  is  evident  improvement  in  the  health  of  these  boys  after  a short  period  at  this  school,  due 
to  the  regular  life,  exercise  in  the  open  air,  and  good  food.  There  was  a complete  absence  of  epidemics 
during  1948  (a  single  case  of  chicken-pox  occurred  at  the  end  of  the  winter  term).  Of  seven  persistent 
cases  of  enuresis  (nocturnal)  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  four  made  a complete  recovery,  two  are 
well  on  their  way,  and  one  persisted. 

Mental  testing  was  carried  out  as  the  need  arose.  Five  boys  were  recommended  to  be  reported  to 
the  Local  Authority  for  the  purpose  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts  under  sub-section  3 of  section  57 
of  the  Education  Act,  1944,  six  others  under  sub-section  5,  on  attaining  school  leaving  age.  It  is  most 
encouraging  to  observe  the  improvement  in  response  as  psychological  difficulties  are  overcome.  This 
shows  not  only  in  improved  educational  attainments,  but  also  in  an  apparent  rise  in  the  intelligence 
quotient. 


Harrietsham  Remand  Home.  Dr.  G.  P.  Wallace  has  reported  as  follows  : — 

“There  is  accommodation  for  33  boys  aged  12  to  16  years  and  the  Home  is  nearly  always  filled 
to  capacity. 

Medical  inspections  are  carried  out  on  the  boys  and  their  intelligence  is  also  estimated-.  About 
one-third  of  the  total  number  have  a psychiatric  examination  either  at  the  request  of  the  Court  or  of 
the  examining  medical  officer. 

One  hundred  and  five  boys  were  medically  examined  during  1948.  The  majority  were  below 
average  intelligence  and  in  most  cases  a history  of  unsatisfactory  home  conditions  was  obtained. 

The  health  of  the  boys  during  the  year  has  been  good.  There,  was  only  one  case  of  infectious 
disease  amongst  the  boys  when  one  of  them  developed  chicken-pox  during  the  summer.  A member 
of  the  staff  developed  mumps  in  the  autumn  but  none  of  the  boys  became  infected.’’ 


MEDICAL  INSPECTION  RETURNS 

Year  Ended  31st  December,  1948 

Table  9. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  PUPILS  ATTENDING  MAINTAINED  PRIMARY  AND 

SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 


"Excepted”  District  of  Beckenham 

O 

T* 

o 

, , , , Bromley 

,,  ,,  Gillingham 

Remainder  of  Area 

Total 

A — Periodic  Medical  Inspections 
Number  of  Inspections  in  the  pre- 
scribed Groups — 

Entrants 

814 

1,211 

877 

1,029 

16,545 

20,476 

Second  Age  Group 

835 

847 

609 

733 

15,534 

18,558 

Third  Age  Group 

568 

948 

594 

728 

11,634 

14,472 

Total 

2,217 

3,006 

2,080 

2,490 

43,713 

53,506 

Number  of  other  Periodic  Inspections 

1,825 

967 

955 

759 

14,480 

18,986 

Grand  Total 

4,042 

3,973 

3,035 

3,249 

58,193 

72,492 

B — Other  Inspections 

Number  of  Special  Inspections 

1,313 

4,097 

4,149 

2,861 

22,219 

34,639 

Number  of  Re-Inspections  ... 

1,444 

4,488 

2,507 

271 

57,799 

66,501 

Total  

2,757 

8,585 

6,656 

3,132 

80,018 

101,140 
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C — Pupils  Found  to  Require  Treatment 

Number  of  Individual  Pupils  found  at  Periodic  Medical  Inspection  to  require 
Treatment  (excluding  Dental  Diseases  and  Infestation  with  Vermin). 
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Table  10. 

A— RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  BY  MEDICAL  INSPECTION  IN  THE  YEAR  ENDED 

31st  DECEMBER,  1948 

Note  : — All  defects  noted  at  medical  inspection  as  requiring  treatment  are  included  in  this  return, 
whether  or  not  this  treatment  was  begun  before  the  date  of  the  inspection. 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  PUPILS  INSPECTED  DURING 

THE  YEAR  IN  THE  AGE  GROUPS 
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TREATMENT  TABLES 


Notes. 

(i)  The  Tables  deal  with  all  defects  during  the  year,  however  they  were  brought 
to  the  Authority’s  notice,  i.e.  whether  by  periodic  inspection,  special  inspection, 
or  otherwise,  during  the  year  in  question  or  previously. 

(it)  Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  distinguishing  between  cases  treated  under  the 
Authority’s  schemes  and  those  treated  otherwise,  the  treatment  tables  (excluding 
dental)  include  all  cases  known  to  the  Authority  to  have  received  treatment,  whether 
at  their  own  clinics  or  elsewhere. 


Table  11. 


GROUP  I. — MINOR  AILMENTS  (excluding  Uncleanliness,  for  which  see  Table  13). 


(a) 

Number  of  De 

fects  trea 
during  t 

ted,  or  under  treatment 
he  year. 

“Excepted”  District  of  Beckenham 

,,  ,,  Bexley 

,,  ,,  Bromley 

,,  ,,  Gillingham 

Remainder  of  Area 

Total 

Skin — 

Ringworm — Scalp — 

(i)  X-Ray  treatment 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(ii)  Other  treatment 

— 

4 

— 

6 

64 

74 

Ringworm — Body 

— 

60 

10 

31 

150 

251 

Scabies 

1 

10 

34 

60 

309 

414 

Impetigo  ... 

2 

53 

66 

85 

1,141 

1,347 

Other  skin  diseases  ...  

187 

489 

538 

120 

2,819 

4,153 

Eye  Disease 

(External  and  other,  but  excluding 

279 

302 

493 

162 

2,320 

3,556 

errors  of  refraction,  squint  and  cases 
admitted  to  hospital). 

Ear  Defects  ...  

114 

294 

336 

107 

1,375 

2,226 

Miscellaneous  

3,825 

3,198 

2,648 

789 

14,043 

24,503 

(e.g.  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores, 
chilblains,  etc.) 

Total 

4,408 

4,410 

4,125 

1,360 

22,221 

36,524 

(b)  Total  number  of  attendances  at 

1 

Authority’s  minor  ailments  clinics 

7,425 

14,598  16,030 

6.951 

75,812  120,816 

l 
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GROUP  II.— DEFECTIVE  VISION  AND  SQUINT  (excluding  Eye  Disease  treated  as  Minor 

Ailments — Group  I). 


‘‘Excepted”  District  of  Beckenham 

, , , , Bexley 

,,  ,,  Bromley 

,,  ,,  Gillingham 

Remainder  of  Area 

Total 

(1)  ERRORS  OF  REFRACTION 

491 

1,177 

518 

301 

10,365 

12,852 

(including  squint) 

(2)  Other  defect  or  disease  of  the  eyes  (ex- 

eluding  those  recorded  in  Group  I) 

30 

14 

52 

' 

510 

606 

Total 

521 

1,191 

570 

301 

10,875 

13,458 

(3)  No.  of  Pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were 

(a)  Prescribed 

193 

565 

433 

148 

5,061 

6,400 

(b)  Obtained 

204 

241 

35 

3,245 

3,725 

GROUP  III— TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  OF  NOSE  AND  THROAT 


Received  operative  treatment — 

(a)  for  adenoids  and  chronic  tonsillitis... 

293 

144 

60 

56 

2,312 

2,865 

(■ b ) for  other  nose  and  throat  conditions 

3 

1 

4 

— - 

44 

52 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment 

83 

122 

52 

— 

722 

979 

Total 

379 

267 

116 

56 

3,078 

3,896 

GROUP  IV— ORTHOPAEDIC  AND  POSTURAL  DEFECTS 


(a)  No.  treated  as  in-patients  in  hospital 

or  hospital  schools  ... 

13 

14 

2 

29  365 

423 

(6)  No.  treated  otherwise  e.g.  in  clinics  or 

68  4,879 

1 

out-patient  departments  ... 

255 

260 

446 

5,908 

GROUP  V— CHILD  GUIDANCE  TREATMENT  AND  SPEECH  THERAPY 


Number  of  pupils  treated — 

(a)  under  Child  Guidance  arrangements  (including  diagnostic 

examinations) 

1,150* 

(b)  under  Speech  Therapy  arrangements 
* This  figure  includes  334  pupils  whose  treatment  was  continued  from  1947. 

832 
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TABLE  12.— DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT 


“Excepted”  District  of  Beckenham 

>> 

0 

V. 

G 

CQ 

,,  ,,  Bromley 

,,  ,,  Gillingham 

Remainder  of  Area 

Total 

(1)  Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the 
Authority’s  Dental  Officers — 

(a)  Periodic  age  groups  ... 

4,554 

5,120 

4,117 

2,970 

82,237 

98,998 

(b)  Specials 

393 

. 627 

974 

953 

3,264 

6,211 

Total  (a)  and  ( b ) 

4,947 

5,747 

5,091 

3,923 

85,501 

105,209 

(2)  Number  found  to  require  treatment... 

3,022 

3,771 

3,277 

2,073 

45,564 

57,707 

(3)  Number  actually  treated 

2,735 

3,178 

2,936 

2,394 

35,259 

46,502 

(4)  Attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treat- 

ment  ... 

5,332 

7,108 

6,641 

5,775 

92,391 

1 17,247f 

(5)  Half-days  devoted  to — 

(a)  Inspection 

39 

34 

21 

29 

627 

750 

(b)  Treatment 

649 

820 

838 

, 700 

10,736 

13,743 

Total  (a)  and  ( b ) 

688 

854 

859 

729 

11,363 

14,493 

(6)  Fillings — 

(a)  Permanent  Teeth 

2,022 

1,630 

2,147 

3,305 

35,345 

44,449 

(b)  Temporary  Teeth 

1,486 

636 

1,777 

570 

6,466 

10,935 

Total  (a)  and  ( b ) 

3,508 

2,266 

3,924 

3,875 

41,811 

55,384 

(7)  Extractions — 

(a)  Permanent  Teeth 

333 

523 

512 

653 

8,272 

10,293 

\b)  Temporary  Teeth 

2,071 

4,273 

2,413 

4,209 

44,432 

57,398 

Total  (a)  and  ( b ) 

2,404 

4,796 

2,925 

4,862 

52,704 

67,691 

(8)  Administration  of  general  anaesthetics 

for  extraction 

752 

914 

1,316 

2,023 

8,577 

13,582 

(9)  Other  Operations — 

[a)  Permanent  Teeth 

1,134 

1,514 

2,475 

1,457 

24,827 

31 ,407 1 

(b)  Temporary  Teeth 

679 

691 

323 

365 

7,333 

9,391 

Total  (a)  and  ( b ) 

1,813 

2,205 

2,798 

1,822 

32,160 

40,798 

t These  figures  include  orthodontic  work 

Table  13. 


INFESTATION  WITH  VERMIN 


(i)  Total  number  of  examinations  in  the 
schools  by  the  school  nurses  or  other 
authorized  persons  ... 

19,854 

24,282 

14,102 

20,988 

360,547 

439,773 

(ii)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils 
found  to  be  infested 

35 

190 

343 

785 

6,556 

7,909 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in 
respect  of  whom  cleansing  notices 
were  issued  (Section  54  (2),  Educa- 
tion Act,  1944) 

2 

2,359 

2,361 

(iv)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in 
respect  of  whom  cleansing  orders 
were  issued  (Section  54  (3),  Educa- 
tion Act,  1944)  ...  

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

6 

t 


/ 


If  undelivered  please  return  to — 

The  County  Medical  Officer, 

CountV  Hall  MaiH'tori 


